TOM , THANKS FOR CALIFORNIA TYPEWRITER
Dear Tem,

I hHepe: this: fimds yew well; well, as Ive wished

yew fer these etermal weeks. Indeed Ive wished yew

the samessulful wellness ysuve breught: us since befere
the year my typewriter was marnufactured (,82 iff I,.m nett
mistaken{., Hew are yeu at receiving cempliments? Heres
smes Te: be: beth Tem Hanks: and uneasy. abeut:cemplimemts:
weuld surelys beam impessible existenece, Its: meant as
the wtmestr cemplimemt. that Ive beem beem jeurneying
threugh ysur wernderful fiilms: ene by’ ene, im ne particula
erder, and blegging abeut: them as I ge. Up teirmw,
¥Ive checked 27 bexes, and theyve beem smeng the great-
est pleasures ef my year. This has heem se- much mere
than entertainment - yeu have beem se much mere: tham
amr entertainer - and fer I ewe ysu gratitude. Tem,
thanks.

Tts beem a ufFdc umigue time te fecus se clesely em
yeu ih particular. Net:ibecause ef yesur persenal (and
publit) asseciatism with the wirus; but: because thie
pre ject: s based em the gpirituall cemfert: yeur werk« is:
kmewrr tp Pnepire. I needed seme ef thati: when I started
writing; and: I s5tilli meed il new, but. femr new reasens,
The TIME OF THE VIRUS has alse besen an sppertune eCCm=
siem fer meditating em Califernia Typewriter, as eur
persenal fixatisene and eur relatienships te “teuch?
have beceme mszmified. Suddenlyy a werl that oelebrated
the digital, the ethereal, tie intangible, lmas beceme
deperdent upsn-iti And the permanence ef things, and
tre: company ef thi ngs, are but remantic memeries. At
First: T was a Dittle disappeinted te realize ysu werent
st the centre ef this entire film, but the breadth ef
perspectives turned eut tes be quite cempelling., Theres
much talkc ef’ the new-age enthusiasm fer typewriters: -
ag mevelties, Why de ysu think this is? Dees this:mew=
feund fendness ceme frem a wistfull Jengihg, er reluctani
werry? Mays be these ideas are the sames



T admit, I never theught ene way or armether abeut

vintage typewriters, but then I had ene given te me.
This is my Classic 12. AS yeu can See, its mett im esp--
ecially great shape, I mys research serves me, Smith
Cerena tinkered with this line for several decades, and
by-the time this ene was released, the ceals had ceeled!
en - typewriterss, It was a mechanically insignificantt
maciine at the Genesis ef werd-precessings esnquer, amd
veu can tell by’ its: state it wasnt: special te whemever:
ewned its That i&, untiliBecky: beught it fer mes Shes

arr Olympic-level gzifitc giver, Tems, te: the degree that it
was: te Her; smly a tackeem tecamsther gift she censidere
better - a sweetl dee-dad t® amuse my s weiterly sensibility
T instantly sat ittemmy kdtchem table, and its remained
2 central fixture efi sur ssveral hemes: since. It is: with=
sutt questisn: ameng the mest wenderful gifts Ive ever
received: Ive matched Beckys giffting emly with the:
engagementtring I beught her last:yean - the prepesal
nete was weund intec this. here rigs In terms. ef its i mp--
srtance te the ewner, this typewriter has never seen
Petter days, but frem a maimtenance standpeint, 1its an=
ether stery. Its metoyet in: decays but the care required
extends # beyends mys ibstinats ks suchy, Bt sticks.and
spletetes: - llike a werdeprecesser never cesulds

Perhaps it deserves my elbew grease - I11l be carefulls

A cam eof cempressed alr and a gentle clethh might ds a
werldi@ﬁ‘gtodini“wanttiﬁbﬁajlastﬁfsrevar@ and! isnt thatt
the peint efi lewving these things? They make the stuffl #.
that lasts ferever. I guess its the great ireny ef the:
typewriters deep distance behind lapteps and smartpnenes
- the purwveyers ef permanence;, abandened: far the replas
ceables I venture te says its permanence we ghase,, Tems
and what better way is there tec live ferever than te
write werds and appear in mevies? T even think its a #
meble pursuit, just as ## leng as we dént strive te be
but a lesser thing - stashed en a rack ef junk imn the
basement, er panting aleng,. a facsimile ef the fermer
self., T think if we aim te write persenal things {steries
and scripts and letters and blegs), its met il vain.
Whether er not yeu did it censcisusly, yeuve led a 1life
th serwice of permanence - &f creating that which will
lest, And beyend the werk itself the gratitude I :
far the S@ulfgl wellnsss and spiritual é@m%%rt ng efir



(ihspire) willl just ms well spring eternall. Yeu are
the veal wirus, pal, and we are alll happily inmfecteds

De yeu hate: receiving ecempliments: yets

Myr generattien has develeped a reputatiem fer accessir—
izimg eld thihgs;, and mecdeubtt there are ssme: whee corn-
fuse hawihg & Senys Walkmarr ex a: CasisoCaloulatsr Watch
fer beingr am individual. The winyl resurgence created
this standard by whith ene ceuld purpert t® be =elf-
actualized by ewming a rs-pressing efi Blende Om Blende,.
Im guilty ef it tse bscause I display a Smith Cersna irr
o e
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18 mearnt fe bread aullerce, B Ueach vple DPEYve
sernlly 1s the enly true way te be permanent, Se, thids

wéekﬁt&zjust for yeu, and with it I wish yeu welll -
seulfully and etherwise., Attached, I hepe: yeull find my,
tremendeus: gratitude,

As alWaysv,, Teme.e.oo ThXe

Celliir Sweets
Dartmeuth, Neva Scstia
cel insweets; cem



